BATTLE

brothers Gurth and Leofwine and the bodyguard of house-
carls. Along the ridge the infantry were ranged shoulder to
shoulder and shield to shield ; behind were the lightly armed
peasants with clubs and stones ; in front were the skirmishers.
William now put on his armour. It is said that his suit of
mail was given to him inside out, but before anyone could pre-
dict ill-fortune from this, William said it was a sign that a
duke was to be turned to a king. He placed round his neck as
a talisman the sacred relics on which Harold had sworn his
ill-advised oath in Normandy and said, ' If we win, and God
send we may, I will found an abbey here for the salvation of the
souls of all who fall in the battle.' Then the Normans moved
into battle with William in the centre on a Spanish war-horse,
armed, as was the warrior bishop of Bayeux, with an iron mace.
Taillefer, the minstrel, rode forward singing of the deeds of
Roland and Oliver, and by his bravado exciting the valour of
the Normans- But though the Norman archers drove back the
skirmishers, the shield wall held and the English right with
cries of * Holy Cross * and< God Almighty ' attacked, breaking
the Norman ranks. William, however, tearing off his helmet
shouted, ' Madmen, behold me. Why flee ye? Death is be*
hind you. Victory is before you. I live and by God's grace I
will conquer/ The Normans rallied and William hurled him-
self at the centre, where Harold was doing great execution with
his two handed battle-axe. Twice the Duke's horse was killed
under him and the attack was repulsed.

Then it was that William employed the device of the feigned
retreat.   The Saxon infantry left the cover of their shield wall
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